Dear ________________: 

I am concerned with the proposed Secure Residential Treatment Facility (SRTF) to be built in Milwaukie.  This situation has not been handled appropriately by the State, the County, or the private contractor, Columbia Care Services.  

There are issues regarding traffic, lighting, noise, and community notification that have not been addressed.  

Most important are the safety issues as they pertain to our children and our elderly neighbors.

The proponents of this facility are trying to characterize it as a discrimination issue against the disabled.  This ignores the fact that we have other group homes for disabled people that already exist in our community.  They are not being discriminated against. This seems to show a pattern of non-discrimination by the City and Citizens of Milwaukie.
Rather, this is an issue with people who were judged ‘guilty except for insanity’ of committing acts of violence such as murder, rape, arson, child molestation, assault, etc.  

This is an issue with putting a Secure facility to house violent people inside a single family home neighborhood, next door to young children and our elderly, when there are no recognized standards saying what such a facility must be like to be truly secure. 

Recent events at the Connell House have shown the lack of staff training and government oversight for such facilities.  

The opinion of our neighborhood was overwhelming when this matter was discussed last fall at the Ardenwald-Johnson Creek Neighborhood Association meeting.  City, County, and State representatives were on hand and heard our voice.  

Our City listened to us and acted.  They have been sued by Columbia Care for this action.  Now it is time for our County and State governments to step in.  They provide both the money and patients for Columbia Care.  Please, listen to the voice of the Neighborhood!

Sincerely,

-----------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

